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Continuous System of Sports Camp Region in Outer Edge of

Tokyo Metropolitan Area

Eiki WATANABE *
Abstract

This study revealed a condition that can hold a large acceptance region for
their sports camp, which are typical and traditional forms of sport tourism in
Japan. For this, I selected the Sugadaira-kogen(heights) in Ueda city, Nagano
prefecture as a study area, where take place lots of rugby training camps in Japan.
Then, I analyzed two points, 1) the factors to concentrate rugby training camps to
Sugadaira-kogen, 2) the role of the human network contributes to attract rugby
training camps in Sugadaira-kogen.

Concentration factor of rugby training camp to Sugadaira-kogen is,
integrated many accommodation that can accept sports camps and they have
grounds covered with grass which can use exclusively for their guests. In addition
to this, rugby training camps has been concentrated particular age in a specific
period. In other words, high school and college students of rugby clubs concentrates
to Sugadaira-kogen in August, which is summer holiday period and just before the
regular season. In order to conduct the exercises assuming the game just before the
regular season, many clubs make match games with other clubs. This behavior
pattern is often taken places the clubs so-called powerhouse schools.

The patterns to attract new camp guests to Sugadaira-kogen are different to
the agent that mediates the guest and host. The main agents are 1) the person who
knows the situation both of guest and host, 2) travel agent that coordinates sports
camps professionally. In the case of rugby, the presence of the former, such as
employees of sporting goods manufacturers who manage their goods shop in
Sugadaira-kogen only in summer contributes to attract new guests. In addition to
these agents, not only the guest each other but also host each other provides the
information necessary for implementing the training camp in Sugadaira-kogen,
through their human network. In this way, persons who lives and relates to
Sugadaira-kogen make full use of existing human networks to attract the new
guests in order to conduct their training camp in Sugadaira-kogen. This is a unique
attracting system of Sugadaira-kogen.

Key Words : sports tourism, sports camp, rugby, human network,
Sugadaira-kogen in Nagano

* Doctoral Program in Graduate School of Life and Environmental Sciences, University of

Tsukuba, Tennodail-1-1, Tsukuba, Ibaraki, 305-8572, Japan
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